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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DRAWING OPTICAL FIBER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To manufacture an optical fiber containing little defects of 
atomic level and having low transmission loss, by reheating the just 
drawn optical fiber at a temperature below the softening point, and 
applying a primary coating to the fiber. 

CONSTITUTION: An annealing furnace is placed just under the drawing 
furnace 3. The optical fiber preform 1 is heated above the softening 
point of the preform 1 in the drawing furnace 3, and drawn to the optical 
fiber 2. The optical fiber 2 is passed through the annealing furnace 6 set 
to a temperature below the softening point of the optical fiber and about 
>600° C. When the annealed optical fiber is cooled to a proper 
temperature, it is coated with the coating material 5 by the die 4. An 
optic*al fiber having excellent transmission characteristics and various 
properties stable for a long period can be manufactured by this process. 
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